
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 

a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 

systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 

fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 

celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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“Laboring in His Legacy” 
 
Date:  May 23, 2010 
Title:  The Certainty of Victory 
Text:  Acts 1:1-8; 2:1-13 
Theme: The event of Pentecost fills the people of God with the guarantee of conquest 

and the certainty of victory.   
 
Introduction:  

• As I consider THE STORY of God I am thrilled by the unfolding of it.  God sent His Son 
to be the Savior of His people.  He imaged His coming through promise and picture.  
His Son lived among His people and offered Himself up as a vicarious, voluntary and 
victorious sacrifice.  He died, was buried and on the third day He arose victoriously 
over the grave. 

• For forty days He appeared extensively to His disciples.  On the fortieth day He 
ascended to heaven to sit at His Father’s right hand.  In ascending He charged His 
Church with His final and fullest legacy, “Go into the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature” (Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:15). 

• Now in fulfillment of promises made we are to fully enable, engage and empower the 
proclamation of His person and work for the redemption of people from every tongue, 
tribe, people and nation. 

• It is our deepest delight and most holy mission to be the hands and feet of Jesus in the 
communities where we live and to which we are sent. 

 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 

• WHAT IS PENTECOST IN THE OLD TESTAMENT? 
• Pentecost was originally an Old Testament festival, since the time of Josephus 

calculated as beginning on the fiftieth day after the beginning of Passover. In the 
Christian calendar, it falls on the seventh Sunday after Easter. It was called the Feast of 
Weeks (Shavout), and in the Old Testament was originally an agricultural festival 
celebrating and giving thanks for the "first fruits" of the early spring harvest (Lev. 23; 
Exod. 23, 34). 

 
• WHAT IS PENTECOST IN THE NEW TESTAMENT? 
• By the early New Testament period, it had gradually lost its association with agriculture 

and became associated with the celebration of God’s creation of His people and their 
religious history.  

• Pentecost is the great festival that marks the birth of the Christian church by the power 
of the Holy Spirit.  Pentecost means "fiftieth day" and is celebrated fifty days after 
Easter/Resurrection Sunday. 
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The Storyline: 
 

• Advent (i.e. “0”) 
– Waiting for His Arrival 

• God provides for His people a redeemer.  The Savior from sin is both 
promised in revelation and pictured in creation. 

• Lent (i.e. 33AD) 
– Reflecting on His Work 

• In the person and work of Jesus Christ, God as Trinity secures the means 
for reconciling, redeeming, restoring and re-creating a world separated 
from Him by sin. 

• Pentecost (i.e. 50 days after Resurrection Sunday) 
– Laboring in His Legacy 

• The redemptive work provided by His Son and secured by the Spirit is 
finished.  The good news gained is now to be known to everyone, 
everywhere at all times.  He empowers His people to advance like a 
surging army of light against the strongholds of darkness.  The victory is 
secured and the end is inevitable although never automatic. 

 
• PENTECOST follows 10 days after the ASCENSION of Christ and 50 days after 

EASTER/RESURRECTION SUNDAY. 
 

EASTER 
+ 40 DAYS = ASCENSION 

ASCENSION 
+ 10 DAYS = PENTECOST 

 
• ASCENSION (Luke 24:44-53) 

+ 10 DAYS = 
• PENTECOST (Acts 1, 2) 

 
The Problem: 
 

• What does Pentecost speak to?  How does it continue to tell THE STORY? 
 
Questions: 
 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know the certainty of His word. 
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose to rest in His word. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of trusting in, waiting for and 

suffering with Him. 
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Outline: 
 

• Pentecost fills the church with HOPE.  This HOPE is two-fold. 
 
I. God always keeps His Word. 

 
“To wait for what the Father has promised” (Acts 1:4; Luke 24:49; John 16:7) 
“Brethren, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit foretold by the mouth of 
David” (Acts 1:16) 
“But this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel” (Acts 2:16; Joel 2:28, 29) 
 

A. The Promise 
 
“And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in 
the city until you are clothed with power from on high” (Luke 24:49). 

• Acts 1:4 
• Acts 2:33, 39 
• Acts 7:5, 17 
• Acts 13:23, 32 

“And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made of God unto our 
fathers” (Acts 26:6). 
 

• What is a promise?  A promise is a pledge to do what one says will be done.   
• Promises speak to what is yet undone and lies undone in the immediate with the 

expectancy of finding fulfillment in the future. 
• God alone and only is the one who always keeps His Word.  Everyone else is a promise 

breaker.  Only God is the promise maker. 
• What God says He will do is already done; only the “in time” event still lingers. 

 
Consider this . . .  
 

• Isaiah 55:6-13 
(Especially note verse 11) 

• “So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, 

Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which 
I sent it” (Isa. 55:11). 

 
• Ephesians 1:9-12 
• (Especially note verse 11) 
• “In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to 

His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will” (Eph. 1:11). 
 

B. “Foretold” (Acts 3:18, 24; 7:52) 
 
C. “Fulfilled” (Luke 4:21; 21:22; 22:16; 24:44; Acts 1:16; 3:18) 
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D. “Written” (Acts 1:20; 7:42; 13:29, 33; 15:15; 24:14) 
 
Question: 
 

• If what God said is true and will come to pass, then why are we still stuck in and on 
“the shadow”?   

• God’s Story never stands in fear of fulfillment, but why would you blindly stumble 
through the greatest story ever told? 

• Friend, wake up and obey the gospel. 
 
Not only will God always keep His Word, but He will also . . . 
 

II. God always finishes His Work. 
 
“Proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem” (Luke 24:47) 
“You shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the 
remotest part of the earth” (Acts 1:8) 
“Now there were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout men from every nation under heaven” 
(Acts 2:5) 
 

• The Story of God is inclusive and timeless.  He says He will have worshippers from 
every tongue, tribe, people and nation. 

• THUS IT IS WRITTEN AND THUS IT IS SO . . . 
 
God is faithful . . .  
 

• “God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord” (1 Cor. 1:9). 

• “No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, 
who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the 
temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it” (1 
Cor. 10:13). 

• “But as God is faithful, our word to you is not yes and no” (2 Cor. 1:18). 
• “Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass” (1 Thess. 5:24). 
• “But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one” (2 

Thess. 3:3). 
 
The event of Pentecost fills the people of God with the guarantee of conquest and the 
certainty of victory.  Yet there is still the unfinished task – “already/not yet” 
 

• C. H. Dodd (1884-1973) popularized the "already/not yet" concept in regard to 
eschatology. The kingdom of God, according to Dodd, was inaugurated with the first 
coming of Christ. There is, however, a future aspect of the kingdom that awaits a future 
consummation. Thus, the kingdom is both "already" and "not yet."  
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• Because of who He is, not because of who we are, the Legacy He left us to pursue never 
stands in fear of failure.  God won/wins.  We are invited into the greatest privilege 
known to humanity. 

 
Consider this . . .  
 

• Because damnation is universal and inclusive so also is the good news. 
– There is never a time when the gospel is not to go forth. 
– There is never a people to whom the gospel is not to go forth. 
– There is never a region where the gospel is not to go forth. 
 

• If everyone, everywhere, at all times need the gospel, then how might we engage and 
enable the Mission? 

 
• Let me offer you a three-fold response to the question. 

 
• In my studies I came across an interesting declaration by a bunch of “ex-biker bad 

dudes” who call themselves “The Army of the Lord Christian Riding Group” 
• Listen carefully to how they describe the Christian life 

 
"I am a Soldier in the Army of the Lord" 

 
• I am a soldier in the army of God. The Lord Jesus Christ is my commanding officer. The 

Holy Bible is my Code of Conduct. Faith, prayer, and the Word are my weapons of 
warfare. 

 
• I have been taught by the Holy Spirit, trained by experience, tried by adversity and 

tested by fire. I am a volunteer in this army and I am enlisted for eternity. I will either 
retire in this army at the rapture or die in this army; but I will not get out, sell out, be 
talked out, or pushed out.  

 
• I am faithful, reliable, capable and dependable. If my God needs me, I am there. If He 

needs me in the Sunday school to teach the children, work with the youth, help adults 
or just sit and learn, He can use me because I am there.  

 
• I am a soldier. I am not a baby. I do not need to be pampered, petted, primed up, 

pumped up, picked up or pepped up. I am a soldier. No one has to call me, remind me, 
write me, visit me, entice me, or lure me. I am a soldier. I am not a wimp.  

 
• I am in place, saluting my King, obeying His orders, praising His name, and building 

His kingdom! No one has to send me flowers, gifts, food, cards, candy or give me 
handouts. I do not need to be cuddled, cradled, cared for, or catered to. I am committed. 
I cannot have my feelings hurt bad enough to turn me around.   
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• I cannot be discouraged enough to turn me aside. I cannot lose enough to cause me to 
quit. When Jesus called me into this army, I had nothing. If I end up with nothing, I will 
still come out ahead. I will win.  

 
• My God has and will continue to supply all of my need. I am more than a conqueror. I 

will always triumph. I can do all things through Christ.  
 

• The devil cannot defeat me. People cannot disillusion me. Weather cannot weary me. 
Sickness cannot stop me. Battles cannot beat me. Money cannot buy me. Governments 
cannot silence me and hell cannot handle me. I am a soldier. Even death cannot destroy 
me.  

 
• For when my Commander calls me from this battlefield, He will promote me to Captain 

and then allow me to rule with Him.  
 
• I am a soldier in the army, and I'm marching, claiming victory. I will not give up. I will 

not run around. I am a soldier, marching heaven bound.  

The global church locally defined will continue to struggle as long as it engages in “civil 
war”.  The enemy is real, but it is not the church.  My prayer is for a united heart and 
mission.  When this happens, the church will claim significant territory for the King.  If for 
whatever reason you cannot support this community of faith, respect the oversight of the 
Elders and enable and engage in the mission, then my appeal to you is to find a community 
of faith with a biblical structure and mission and align yourself to her.  Go to church 
regularly, respect the oversight and engage and enable the mission.   

Friend, we have a Christ to proclaim, a church to love, the lost to seek and a battle to win.  
Let us set our eyes on Jesus and let us fight for and die on that hill. 

Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
1. Love God as trinity 
2. Love His church 
3. Love His mission 
4. Go, give, serve . . .  wait, trust, suffer 

 
 

 


